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conducted curing the period z appr eeientet y face a £1980. to May 


1961, In August 1960 the undersiened was appeoace: ed by Mr 


2 ‘ 
Richard Bissell then Deputy Director for Fiens of CIA to explore 
: the possibdliity of mounting this sensi tive cpexation against Fidel 
Castro, Ji was thought that certain gambling interests which had 
formerly been active in Cuba might be willing and able to assist 
+ 


sS 
and further, might have both intellisence assets in Cuba and 
oO 


communications between Miami, Sige and Cuba. Accordin nally, 
z 


Mr. Rebort Maheu, a private investicator of the firm of hones 

end King was spared ched by the undersigned and.asked to establish 

contact with a member or members of the gambling syndicate to 

explore their capabilities. Mr. Maheu was known to have accounts j 

with seyeral prominent eiceaae men and organizations in the il 

. United States. Mahen was to make his approach to the syadicate, | 

: 2S appearing to es big business organizations which wished :' 

to protect their interests in Cuba: Mr. Maheu accordingly met ~ 

and established contact with one John Rosselli of Los Angeles. - 

Mr. Rosselli showed interest in the possibility and indicated he 

had some centacts in Miami that he might use. Makeu reported. 

that John Rosselli said he was not interested in any remuneration 

but would seek to establish capabilities in Cuba to perform the 

cesired project. Towards the end of September Mr. Maheu and 

Mr. Rossolli proceeded to Miami where, as reported, Maheu was 

intro S hie: 

= a 


25X11 


. 


and forth to Havana. From information received back by the ° 

courier the proposed operation appeared to be feasible and it - 
was decided to obtain an officiel Acency approvel in this regard. : 
A fig - £3£¢ s e Agency é 


1 7 Jin as * re & 
rove of one hundred fifty thousand dollars was set by th 


25 a payment to be made en completion of th : 
paid only to the principal or principals who would conduct the ; 
opexation in Cuba. Maheu reported that Rosselli ang Giancana 
emphatically stated that they wished no part of any payment. The 

1e 


on the proposal. Hnowledge of this project during its Hfe wa isept 

to a total of six persons and never became a part of the project . 
current at the time for the inyasien of Cuba and there were no 
memorends. on the project mor were there other written documents 

or agreements. The project was duly orally approved by the said : 
senior officials of the Agency. ie : 


talking with the courie e ope 
of these meetings. Several months after this period Maheu told me 
that Sam Giancena h e 
zoom of on2 Phyllis 
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efforts were continued by Rosselli and Ma 
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overation, Whe first princinel in Guba with 


' 


Sy eee a 


A-RDP91M60696R000600040005-2 


*~ BONBDENTIA 


1 mate atte rae apmae ne sprees tas cubes te eareimen ee ee: mma tmmertmarie + Sat cheer win AReRre Sees EC LY WEN 8 OND IAS 


was selected as has been briefed to The Attorney General. Ten . 
thousand collars vas passed for expenses to tae sccond principal. 
ae He was further furnished with approximately one thousard dollars 
worth cf cornmunicatign E blish comrmaunications 
ae 


between his headguarters % 
monies wore ever paid to Ressetli and Giencanea. Mahkeu was 
e 


poid part of nis experfse money curing the periods that he was in 
Miarni. Astor the failure of t 2 Cuba word was sent 


through Biahen to Rossel 
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was told to tel his prin 2 t 
£ifty thousand dcllars fer completion of th 
definifely withdrawn. 


4. Ineil this period it has been definitely established fram 
ces that the Cuban princip2is involved never discovere 
or believed that there was cther thon business and = 


2 S 

in the project. To the knowledse of the undersigned there were no. 
7 s oo . = ° . Ca e 
leaks" of any information concerning the project in the Cuban +s 


. q - s - . 4 
community in Miami ox in Guoa. 


5. Lhave no proof but it is my conclusion that Rosselli 
o 


m3 inever met either of them. 3 
6. Throughout the entire period of the vroject John Rosselli 
was the cominant figure in directing action to the Ceban- princinvals. 
Reasonabie monitoring of his activities indicated that he gave his 
best efforts to carrying out the project without requiring any com-~_ 
mitmenrts for himself, financial or ovierwise. : 
7. In view of the extreme sensitivity of the information ie 
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ACTION 
APPROVAL 


DIRECT REPLY PREPARE REPLY 
DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION 


ae 
ae 
[COMMENT |] fre 
| [concurrence || 
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INFORMATION SIGNATURE 


FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER 
FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. DATE 
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